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The C ASE of Fohn Peachey Eſq. Elected one of 
the Burgeſles for Portſmouth in the County of 
Southampton, to Serve 1n this preſent Parliament. 


Hat the ſaid Burrough of Portſmonth, 1$an ancient Burrough, and as ſuch hath in 
all ages ſent Burgeſles to Parliament, as appears by the moſt ancient Parhiament- 
Writs and Returns now extant in the Tower. 


- That very rarely orjnever before the time of Henry the Eight,or Henry the Seventh,any 
Burroughs procured any Charters to elect Burgeſſes, for they were thenand before fo far 
from deſiring it, that they in reſpect of wages often petitioned to be excuſed for poverty, 
many times loſt it by diſuſe, and for want of claim. 


That the Burgeſſes for Parliament, have in all ages as will be made appear, as well 
by the ancient Returns by Scheduls, as alſo by the firſt Indentures extant ; and by the In- 
dentures in all Kings Reigns ſince ) been choſen by the {dmmonalty of the ſaid Burrough, 
and the EleCtion of them ſo is not reſtrained by any Charter granted the Corporation, 
to a fewer number, which ifit had been done, yet would not have taken away the Com- 
mons right to ſich choice, which they before had and enjoyed. 


That Mr. Peachy the fifteenth of February laſt ( while he was in Londox ) was unani- 
mouſly choſen by the Freeholders and Commons, whereof neer Eighty were Freeholders. 


Sir .Zohn Kempthorn having about fifty for him, and thoſe for the moſt part of the in- 
corporate Burgeſles, now pretends a ſole right in the Corporation to thoſe, with exclu- 


ſion of the Commons. 


That if the Commons right to this choice be not aſſerted, no cHoice can be there indif- 
ferently made, for they allow all incorporated perſons to a choice, and have made free 
of their Incorporation ſo many Garriſon-Officers, viz. Captains, Lieutenants, Enſignes, 
&c. Ship-Officers, Captains, Lieutenants, Purſers, Boatſwains, &c. and ſo many Dock- 
Officers, Byilders, &c. Cuſtom-houſe-Officers, and other perſons of dependence, that 
thoſe of the Corporation which live in or neer the Town as houſeholders, are not conſi- 


derable to the other in number or boldneſſe. 


; ”Tis pretended that for two or three times laſt paſt, the Corporation ſolely hath 
Elected and Returned. 


. Reſp. Although the late Returns be made under the Common-ſeal, and by the name of 
Incorporation, as for ſome time it hath been, and as is done in other Burroughs incor- 
porate, where yet the Commonalty have a ſhare in the Election, yet the Commons at 
the times appointed for Elections have claimed their right, and concurred in the EleQti- 
on, ſo longas perſons fitting were propoſed, but now for conſiderable reaſons have diffe- 


red therein. 


The now Major Mr. Shales being an Officer at the Dock, and ſo a man ofdependance, 
and Sir Fohn Kempthorn being the Kings Commiſſioner of the Dock there, the ſaid Major 
would not, although often deſired and adviſed, return Mr. Peacheys Indenture. 


* Againſt which injurious dealing Mr. Peachey, on behalf, and for aſſerting the Com- 
mons right, hath Petitioned the Honourable Houſe of Commons for relief. 


The ſame Town deſerves great and ſpeedy conſideration at this time 
of danger, both as to its Fortifications and proviſions, which have 
been much neglected, as will appear by inſpection, but by whoſe 
default Iknow not. 


